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SUBJECT: MBFR: PROSPECTIVE DEMARCHE REGARDING 

INCLUSION OF AIR MANPOWER IN THE COMMON CEILING 

REES: (A) USNATO 0025, (B) USNATO 7041, 

(C) BONN 00208, (D) STATE 265622 

1. USMISSION NATO HAS RECOMMENDED THAT THE DEPARTMENT 
INSTRUCT THIS EMBASSY TO MAKE A DEMARCHE-. 

REGARDING THE INCLUSION OE AIR MANPOWER IN THE COMMON 
CEILING (REFTELS A AND B). WE ALSO BELIEVE IT WOULD BE 
USEFUL TO MAKE SUCH A DEMARCHE, SINCE THE ERG POSITION 
ON THE AIR MANPOWER ISSUE STILL APPEARS TO BE IN FLUX 
(REFTEL C). TO HAVE THE DESIRED EFFECT, THE DEMARCHE 
SHOULD BE PRESENTED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. AS REPORTED 
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AVAILABLE JANUARY 9. POLITICAL DIRECTOR VAN WELL WILL 
NOT BE AVAILABLE UNTIL JANUARY 18. 

2. THE MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION REPORTING THE 
DISCUSSION BETWEEN ROTH AND MR. DAVID KLEIN IN 
WASHINGTON ON DECEMBER 6 ARRIVED AT THE EMBASSY YESTER- 
DAY. WE NOTE THAT A PRESENTATION WAS IN FACT MADE TO 
ROTH REGARDING OUR AIR MANPOWER PROPOSAL AND THAT HE 
WAS "...'NOT FULLY CONVINCED' BY AMERICAN ARGUMENTS IN 
FAVOR OF INCLUDING AIR MANPOWER IN THE COMMON CEILING..." 
THIS REACTION NOTWITHSTANDING, WE SEE NO REASON WHY 
ANOTHER ATTEMPT COULD NOT BE MADE AT THIS TIME . ROTH 
AT LEAST ENDED THE CONVERSATION ON A HOPEFUL NOTE, 
INDICATING THE FRG WOULD NOT STAND IN OUR WAY. 

3. IN REVIEWING REFTEL D, WE NOTE THAT MOST OF THE 
ARGUMENTS PROVIDED AT THAT TIME HAVE BEEN OVERTAKEN. 
ACCORDINGLY, WE WOULD HAVE TO MARSHALL NEW ARGUMENTS 
FOR INCLUSION IN THE DEMARCHE. WE BELIEVE THE MOST 
SENSITIVE POINT FOR THE GERMANS IS LINKAGE BETWEEN 
INCLUDING AIR FORCE MANPOWER IN THE COMMON CEILING AND 
THE AIR MANPOWER REDUCTIONS WHICH THEY BELIEVE WOULD 
INEVITABLY ENSUE. WE THINK U.S. ARGUMENTS SHOULD BE 
KEYED TO THIS POINT, SINCE IT SEEMS TO REPRESENT THE 
HEART OF THE GERMAN OPPOSITION TO THE U.S. PROPOSAL. 

4. SINCE VAN WELL WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE UNTIL JANUARY 18, 
THE EMBASSY WOULD MAKE THE DEMARCHE TO ROTH SHOULD IT 
HAVE TO BE MADE PRIOR TO THE NEXT SPC MEETING ON 
JANUARY 13. 

5. REQUEST INSTRUCTIONS. 
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